
Q u o t es f o r  A u g  29:

#1:

“ I  t h i n k  o ne o f  t he m o s t  d i s t u r b i n g  r i g h ts pe o p l e be l i e v e t he y  ha v e i s t he r i g h t  o f  
f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  G o d. I  ha v e n o  p o l l  da ta o n  t h i s, o n l y  c o u n t l ess p i e ces o f  anec d o ta l  
e v i de n ce. Y e t  I  f ee l  su re f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  G o d  has i n c r eas i n g l y  bee n re ga r de d as a r i g h t, 
e ve n i f  n o  o ne q u i t e sta tes i t  t ha t w a y. T h e  t h o u g h t  p r o b a b l y  r u ns so me t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s: 
‘ G o d  m a de m e. H e ’s res p o ns i b l e f o r  m e. S o  i t  i s u p  t o  h i m, i n  f a c t, he i s o b l i g e d, t o  m a k e  
su re I  ha v e a w o n d e r f u l  e x i s te n ce.’ E n d  o f  t he a r g u m e n t. L i k e  t he G e r m a n  p oe t H e i n r i c h  
H e i n e sa i d  i n  1 856 o n  h i s dea t h be d, ‘ T he g o o d  G o d  w i l l  f o r g i v e. T h a t  i s h i s j o b.’ I s t ha t 
w h a t  y o u  t h i n k? I s G o d  o b l i g a te d t o  ens u re t ha t y o u  ha v e a ha p p y  l i f e, an d t o  o f f e r  an y  
f o r g i v e ness t ha t nee ds t o  be o f f e re d?... I f  y o u  t h i n k  an y  o f  t hese t h i n gs – an d i f  y o u  a re a 
n o r m a l  A m e r i c a n y o u  p r o b a b l y  t h i n k  a t l eas t o ne … o f  t he m  – t he n t he i dea o f  g ra ce i n  
Pa u l ’s l e t te r  t o  t he E p hes ia ns m i g h t  su r p r i se y o u.” Mark Dever

#2:

“(The Sp i r i t  ca uses i n t e nse de l i g h t  i n  t he hea r t o f  t he C h r i s t i a n  as H e) m a k es t he 
at t r i b u tes o f  G o d  as re v ea le d i n  t he G o s pe l  an d m a n i f es te d i n  C h r i s t, de l i g h t f u l  o b j e c ts o f  
c o n te m p l a t i o n; an d  m a k es t he so u l  t o  l o n g  a f te r G o d  an d C h r i s t, a f te r t he i r  p r ese n ce an d  
c o m m u n i o n, an d ac q ua i n ta n ce w i t h  t he m, an d  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  t he m; an d t l i v e so as t o  
p l ease an d  h o n o r  t he m.” Jonathan Edwards

#3:

“ We are i n  t he m i d s t o f  a st r u g g l e t ha t i s f a r  g rea te r t ha n us, b u t  i t  i s n o t  b i g g e r t ha n o u r  
G o d. I t  i n v o l v es t w o  w a r r i n g  k i n g d o ms, b u t  t he s i des a re n o t  a t a l l  e ve n l y  m a t c he d. T h e re 
i s n o  c os m i c  d ua l i s m  he re, w i t h  t w o  o p p os i n g  g o ds o f  nea r-eq ua l  p o w er. T h e  tes t i m o n y  
o f  S c r i p t u r e f r o m  be g i n n i n g  t o  en d  i s t ha t Y a h w e h  i s so ve re i g n … B u t  t he re t r u l y  i s a w a r. 
Sa ta n an d  h i s f o r c es f i e r ce l y  p u rs ue t he i r  o b j e c t i v e o f  p r o m u l g a t i n g  a l l  f o r m s o f  e v i l  i n  
t he w o r l d … .(in c l u d i n g) w o r k i n g  t o  b r i n g  ab o u t  t he de m i se o f  t he c h u r c h … f o r  (Mar t i n) 
L u t h e r  t he p re c i o us t r u t h  t ha t ‘ G o d  i s f o r  us’ d i r e c t l y  i m p l i es t ha t ‘ t he de v i l  i s aga i ns t 
us.’” Clinton Arnold

#4:

“Sata n can at ta c k  b u t  ne ve r u l t i m a te l y  des t r o y  t r ue C h r i s t i a n  f a i t h, be ca use w e  a re 
p rese r v e d b y  g ra ce. T h e re f o r e, he see ks t o  des t r o y  o u r  en j o y m e n t  o f  t he g ra ce o f  G o d. I n  
t h is, sad l y, he f r e q ue n t l y  suc ceeds.” Sinclair Ferguson

#5:

“ T h i s g i v es us o u r  h i g hes t c o n ce p t i o n  o f  t he d i g n i t y  o f  t he c h u r c h. T h e  w o r k s o f  G o d  
m a n i f es t h i s g l o r y  b y  be i n g  w h a t  t he y  a re. I t  i s be ca use t he u n i v e rse i s so v as t, t he 



hea ve ns so g l o r i o us, t he ea r t h  so beau t i f u l  an d tee m i n g, ,tha t t he y  re v ea l  t he b o u n d l ess 
a f f l u e n ce o f  t he i r  M a k e r. I f , t he n, i t  i s t h r o u g h  t he c h u r c h  G o d  des i g ns spec i a l l y  t o  
m a n i f es t t o  t he h i g h es t o r de r  o f  i n te l l i g e n ce h i s i n f i n i t e p o w e r, g ra ce, an d w i s d o m, t he 
c h u r c h, i n  he r  c o ns u m m a t i o n, m u s t  be t he m o s t  g l o r i o us o f  h i s w o r k s.” Charles Hodge

#6:

“ He re i n  t h is l i t t l e l e t t e r t o  t he E p hes ia ns, w e  p r o ba b l y  ha v e m o r e c l a r i t y  o n  G o d ’s 
u l t i m a te p u r p ose f o r  c r ea t i o n  t ha n i n  an y  o t he r b o o k  o f  t he B i b l e. I t  p r o v i des o ne o f  t he 
c l ea res t sta te me n ts i n  t he B i b l e o n  w h a t  G o d  i s u l t i m a te l y  d o i n g … ”  Mark Dever

#7:

“ W h a t I  o w e  Jona t ha n E d w a r ds f o r  g u i d i n g  m e  i n  t hese t h i n gs i s i n ca l c u l a b l e. I  l o v e h i s 
w o r ds, ‘ T he ha p p i n ess o f  t he c rea t u re c o ns is ts i n  re j o i c i n g  i n  G o d, b y  w h i c h  a ls o G o d  i s 
m a g n i f i e d  an d  e xa l t e d.’ B u t  I  a ls o l o v e t o  sa y  i t  m y  w a y : G o d  i s m o s t  g l o r i f i e d  i n  us 
w h e n  w e  are m o s t  sa t i s f i e d  i n  h i m.” John Piper


