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“The  response  God  appo i n t s  is  gi ven  in  the  beg i n n i n g  of  Heb re ws  13: 17:  ‘Obe y  you r  leade rs  and  
subm i t  to  them.’  I  said  to  a group  of  pasto rs  gathered … t h a t  I  was  not  espec ia l l y  eager  to  preach  
on  th is  phrase.  The re  are  cul t u ra l  reasons  and  B i b l i c a l  reasons  that  make  it  di f f i c u l t .  Cu l t u r a l l y ,  
the  def i n i n g  spi r i t  in  Ame r i c a  today  is  sel f-determ i n a t i o n ,  not  subm i ss i o n  to  the  w i l l  of  ano the r.  
The  ult i ma t e  value  in  Ame r i c a  is  the  unencum b e r e d  sel f.  An y t h i n g  that  enhances  my  ind i v i d u a l  
libe r t y  to  do  as I  please  is  good.  And  any t h i n g  that  encumbe r s  me  and  l im i t s  my  abi l i t y  to  do  as I  
please  is  bad.  Sel f  is  k ing.  And  auton om y  is  the  highes t  law.  Tha t  makes  th is  tex t  cul t u ra l l y  
out rageous … ”  John Piper

“Each  genera t i o n  has  to  meet  and  reso l v e  its  own  leade rsh i p  prob le ms,  and  we  today  are  fac i ng  
an  acute  cr is is  in  leadersh i p  in  many  spheres.  Cr is i s  succeeds  cr is is,  yet  our  leaders  come  up  w i t h  
few  solu t i o n s,  and  the  prognos i s  is  by  no  means  reassur i n g.  The  chu rc h  has  not  escaped  th is  
dear t h  of  autho r i t a t i v e  leadersh i p.  Her  vo i ce,  wh i c h  once  sounded  a clar i o n  cal l  of  hope  to  
beleague red  human i t y ,  is  now  strange l y  mu ted,  and  her  in f l u e n ce  in  the  wo r l d  comm u n i t y  has  
become  min i m a l .  The  sal t  has  large l y  los t  its  savo r,  and  the  l ig h t  its  rad iance.  Me re l y  to  bemoan  
th is  state  of  af fa i rs  is  coun te r p r o d u c t i v e.  A  more  const r u c t i v e  approach  wou l d  be  to  disco ve r  
af resh  the  pr i n c i p l es  and  fac to rs  that  insp i red  the  dynam i c  spi r i t ua l  leadersh i p  of  Pau l  and  the  
othe r  apost l es  in  the  halc y o n  days  of  the  churc h.  We  need  not  onl y  disco ve r  them,  but  to  
endeav o r  to  app l y  them  to  our  own  situat i o n.  Spi r i t u a l  pr i nc i p l es  are  time less;  they  do  not  change  
from  genera t i o n  to  genera t i o n.”  J. Oswald Sanders

“Th i s  is  impo r t a n t.  I f  Pau l  had  not  taken  his  stand  agains t  Peter  that  day,  eithe r  the  who l e  
Chr is t i a n  chu rc h  wou l d  have  dr i f t e d  in to  a Jew ish  back wa t e r  and  stagna ted,  or  there  wou l d  have  
been  a permanen t  ri f t  between  Gent i l e  and  Jew ish  Chr i s te n d o m … P a u l ’ s  outs tand i n g  courage  on  
that  occas i o n  resis t i n g  Peter  preser ve d  both  the  tru th  of  the  gospe l  and  the  inte r na t i o na l  
bro the r h o o d  of  the  chu rc h.”  John Stott
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