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“Man y  men  li ve  in  the  dark  to  themse l v es  al l  the i r  days;  wha te ve r  else  they  kno w,  they  know  not  
themse l v es.  They  know  the i r  out wa r d  estates,  how  rich  they  are,  and  the  cond i t i o n  of  the i r  bod ies  
as to  heal t h  and  sic k ness  they  are  care f u l  to  exam i n e ;  but  as to  the i r  inwa r d  man,  and  the i r  
pr i nc i p l es  as to  God  and  etern i t y ,  they  know  li t t l e  or  noth i n g  of  themse l v es.  Indeed,  few  labo r  to  
grow  w ise  in  th is  mat te r,  few  study  themse l v es  as they  ough t,  are  acqua i n te d  w i t h  the  ev i l  of  
the i r  own  hear ts  as they  ough t ;  on  wh i c h  yet  the  who l e  cou rse  of  the i r  obed ien ce,  and  
consequen t l y  of  the i r  eterna l  cond i t i o n,  doth  depend.”  

John Owen

“As  the  cong re ga t i o n  and  its  membe rs  heed  th is  in j u n c t i o n  to  keep  on  admon i s h i n g  and  
encou rag i n g  one  anothe r,  they  not  onl y  fo l l o w  the  examp l e  of  the  autho r  but  also  im i t a te  the  
pat te r n  of  God  himse l f  speak i n g  to  them.  The y  may  be  con f i d e n t,  then,  that  he  w i l l  use  the i r  
encou rag i n g  and  exho r t a t o r y  m in i s t r y  of  his  wo r d  to  help  the i r  bro the rs  and  sisters  avo i d  the  
per i l s  of  unbe l i e f  and  disobed i e n ce.”  

Peter O’Brien

“I f  God  has  put  it  in,  he  has  put  it  in  for  w ise  reasons  and  for  exce l l e n t  purposes … I t  leads  the  
bel ie ve r  to  greate r  dependen ce  on  God,  to  a ho l y  fear  and  caut i o n,  because  he  knows  that  i f  he  
were  to  fa l l  away  he  cou l d  not  be  renewe d,  and  he  stands  far  away  from  that  great  gu l f ,  because  
he  knows  that  i f  he  were  to  fa l l  int o  it  there  wou l d  be  no  salva t i o n  fo r  him.”  

Charles Spurgeon

“The  Scr i p t u r es  assure  us  who  bel ie v e  that  God  secures  al l  who  are  in  Jesus  Chr i s t … B u t  at  the  
same  time  the  Scr i p t u r es  also  admon i s h  and  warn  us  that  we  mus t  perseve re  in  obey i n g  Jesus  
Chr is t  or  else  die  eterna l l y … A r e  we  caugh t  in  a hope less  con t rad i c t i o n?  No!  Our  God  who  
prom i s es  salva t i o n  to  al l  who  bel ie v e  in  Jesus  Chr i s t  also  uses  means  to  secure  his  prom i s e  to  
save  ever y o n e  who  bel ie v es.  God  secures  us  in  Chr i s t  by  using  admon i t i o n s  and  warn i n g s  
framed  in  the  same  con t i n g e n t  or  cond i t i o n a l  form  as the  in i t i a l  cal l  of  the  gospe l … G o d  
streng t he ns  our  fa i t h  both  by  assur i n g  us  that  he  w i l l  preser v e  us  safe l y  to  the  end  and  by  
warn i n g  us  lest  we  per ish  by  fa i l i n g  to  perseve re  in  stead fas t  loya l t y  to  Jesus  Chr is t.”  

Thomas Schreiner & Ardel Caneday
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