What is a Christian? Father’s pursuing love Se % ?
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John 10:11

“l am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. | am the
good shepherd. | know my own and my own know me, just as the Father knows meand |
know the Father, and | lay down my life for thesheep.”

“Our Lord Jesus is a Shepherd, who cares tenderly for every soul committedto His charge.
The youngest, the weakest, the sickliest of His flock is as dear to Him as the strongest.
They shall never perish. None shall ever pluck them out of His hand. He will lead them
gently through the wilderness of this world. He will carry them through every difficulty.
He will defend them against every enemy. With such a Shepherd, who, having oncebegun,
needfear being cast away?”

JC Ryle

“Biblical church discipline is simple obedienceto God and a simple confession that we
needhelp. We cannot live the Christian life alone. Our purposein church disciplineis
positivefor theindividual disciplined, for other Christians as they seethereal danger of
sin, for the health of the church as a whole, and for the corporate witness of the church to
those outside. Most of all, our holinessis to reflect the holiness of God. It should mean
something to be a member of the church, not for pride’s sake but for God’s name’s sake.
Biblical church disciplineis a mark of a healthy church.”

Mark Dever
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